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REVIEWS AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS IN EAST CHINA, AUGUST 1951

During August, Bagt China farmers struggled against floods,
drought, a hurricane, and agricultural pests.

Floods in northern Anhwei affected over 4,090,000 mon /oue mou
ejvals 1/6 acre/. Most or the fields were saivaged, but ur those '
that were saved, 30 percent required reseeding. In Shantung,
10,170,000 mou of farm land were affected by Ilcods, but the damage
was not great. Four million cattlies [5ne catty equals 1 1/3 po\md§7
of Toodatuffs were sent to the stricken areas fcr raltef.

The 15 - 22 Augusl hurricune damaged crops wn sune areas Of
Fukien, Chekizang, and Klangsu. The early rice harvest for 1951 wat
generaily good. In some places, incrsases of 27 to 30 percent over
1950 were recorded.

During August, the fermers in East Chira were busy combatting natural

calamities and alleviating the damage caused by sgricultural pests, flood,

drought, and the recent hurricane.

soving.

After the mid-July flcod, East ©hina, not counting Shantung and Fukien,

mobilized over 3 million farmers to fight the flood and salvage ‘Me crops.

The worst flooded area was in nortuerr Ailivel where more then 4,090,000 mou

of farm lends were affected. Efforts by 1,570,000 pearcnis the.s salvaged

75 percent of the fields. Only-lake-fields and low areas weie icat. Of the

fields that were salvaged, 50 percent are expected to recover and produce

normal ylelde, 20 percent are axpectod to yield 80 percent of rormal, and 30
percent needed reseeding.

The reseeding hess already been completed,

-1 -

Now, in early September, the farmers are
proceeding with the autumn harvest, seed selection, and pregsration for autumn
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In Shanvung, the picture is similaxr, Due to heavy rainas in the lattor part
of July and early August, many levees in the province wera broken by evollen
rivers. Statisticas up to 30 Auguat, showed that oy ey 10,170,000 mou of farm
land were flooded. Party organizations end government agencies have been vigor-
ous.y assisting the peasants to combat the flood agd save the crop. Most of the
tields were salvaged. For example » atout 90 percent of the flooded T80,000 mou
avea n Ch'apg-wel Special Administrative District vere saved. On 16 Auguet, the
provincial govermment sent three observation and comfort teams to the stricken
arexs,  In the meantime, b million catties of foodstuffs were sent to these
ersse for relief. The Eest Chira Military and Administrative Committee has also
u2nt teams to the area to comfort the victims and report on conditions,

The hurricane from the Scuth China Sea, 18 - 22 August, caused some damsge
in Fukien, Chekiang, aouthern Kiangsu and the nosstal region of northern Kiangsu.
The wind intensity of the storm was similar to that of 1949 (B8-10 in the Beaufort
Scale). Howaver, the tidal wave along the coust was greater than that of 1949,

Efforta by the peasants, cadres, party, and military personnel helped to mint-
mize the demage.

From mld-July cn, Zheakiang ami ngsu gLpsriencad drougnt. The
hilly regioana e tottun and hemp 8d veora2 sgpecially hard hit by
arought. The racent ratng (n southern Fukien and southern Annwel relisved the
aiiuatien there somewhst. Northewn fppwel 1s atill undar the grip of drought;
more than 1.137,00C mul 1n the three sreas surrouniing Gr as -au, An-ch'ing, and
Iix -an were sericusiy affected In 7 ung-ch eng Hsten, cr- third of ihe planted
area wug affected .

Agriculnural pests, perticulariy aprida and red spilders, were effectively
controlled ong eradlcated when discoversd, bu' the locusis and moths types
were very difficult to contwcl. A mecas tenaclous Deat 18 thée paddy rice moth
whichk <he peaganta in East China are fighting and which have inflicted damage
on the curreat. creps.

A bumper hervest of enly »ico ig TspoTied in aress whsrs tLere was no
flood or drought. The arerage 7ield s Trem 0G0 170 eatties por mow, with a
mayimwn of TS0 cattiss psr mou. Ths v arage yi=id s sbour 20 psrcent greater
than lasy year. The 7 million-mon jisld <7 esrly ric- ‘n Pukian was the best
harvest in the payt 20 yaars. 1wd: 1m Chekiang resched
Prewer larals. In the Yanchos . ‘wi 4U percent of last

=1 170 0 170 ca'tles per mou;

Tha majorivy € the g1s

1

Fear's yield. Lul-2n, in rorihsrn !
thia 18 about 30 purcsnr mers than laat s

All othar crops Bre g-oWing well {r  .reis not afected by Tlood or drought.
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